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* Nationwide;’ pédesirzam make up'
1afﬁc fatalitics, -

about 10 percent o
but ‘the fact ‘that ne

‘were pedestrians is “typical inurban

-areas,” said Ehzabeth Alicandii,

ditectot of safety. programs at the'jf

Federal Highway Administration.
* ‘Of ‘the pedestrian: fatalitics, half

. were ¢aused by “pedestrian error”.
' :stop -the .car before it Tins inito a
pedestrian,” He “laughed as Te

- jaywalking or - crossing’ against

-+ the light, for “example —. said
" Assistant Police  Chief - Patnck--
- Burke, who ‘oversecs - trafﬁc safety I

+ I'was going too fast”

and enforcemeit.’

* Police issued 166 tickets f01 Crogss
~walk violations ‘in the 2nd DlStI'iCt i

alone since September, -

A lineup of police officers sum-

manized their efforts to proteet 2nd

District residents from _speedmg.__
cars. District law now states that'a”
car must stop at an unsignalized .

51114{15 The i “sma]l_' :
‘upticl’” frony” previous years Tooms™
large’ because overall numbeis Are

Officer Dave: Baker, “A young fady
left Starbucks, a car stoppéd,-then

~“Eric Gaull;a’ feserve ofﬁcei and
f_ormer ‘candidate for ity cotmeil,
said "he “had “personally” writtéh a

- diffieqlt to enforce becatise an offi- _
- cer must -witness

; violation
although his 'instinct ‘would be - to

-referred to:d conimon’ excuse’ from
:dnvers A wou]d have’ stopped but

-Buike had his own tlcketiﬁg ta]e

100..%T stopped 4. woran' from
- Maryland [for & “crosswalk viola:

tionf  ‘today © on MacAlthm

““Boulevard, with her. 9-year-6ld

~daughter in the car” ‘When told she

“had to stop at the ‘crosswalk, the

dtiver said, “You’ tcf,_kl_ddmg i d1c_i_n:l

_-among . them targeted enfomement

kept igoing after she’ passed hir.”
Baker said he reminded the dnve; ;
he would be at f;lult if she tumcd '
“iback for any reason.:

- 18 not -enotigh;”

“couple: thousand dollars in speeding -
- tickets” .on’ MacAnhm Boulevard.

know that” - s :
“The pohce officers outhned 4
_wxdc efforts to profect pedestria

drives against specdmg ~ the main
culprit in "}xe,desmau desiths, Burke |
sald ~ (113t1'acted drf \fmg and drunk
dr;vmn e ;

TBut wolatlom are so w:de« :
-spredd that traditional “enforcement -
said Butke! “We |
“c6iild take every officer, put:themrat
‘every ¢rosswalk, and that would fot
' be enotgh.” He argued forintreased

- finés and nore photd enforcement;

Lauhched in 2001 #he District’s |
phioto’ speed- enforcement program |
has becorne “the largést on the con-
“tinent;” sald Burke, ‘with 10 fixed

. .cameras “and - 12" miobile “devices.

Police mtcnd 10 increase ihe Taum-

-bers thxs year and are also consider-
ing usmg, red-light cameras to “cap-

fire” “cars speeding “through' inter-

- sections on green,

. Colleen Mitchell, 2 consifltarit at
Toole Desagn Group who is helping
draft © . the - Transportation
Department’s pedestrian plan, out- .

lined the “tool kit” of changes it rec- |

oimiends. They inchude pedestrian- |
activated signals, better lighting and |




faised crosswalks at'some intefse
_ tions: 100! ew . nght~tu1n-on sed

. Testrictions; and reimoving markings

a 40 uns:gmh?ed crosswalks:

~ Amajor finding is that unsignal-

ized crosswalles wﬁlmut othér 5afety
featiies are ha?aldom “Many stud-
ies show they have higher rates 6f
‘pedestiiat crashes,” Mitchell said.
She said federal standards witl soon
réquire” ¢ither removing " some

unsighalized crosswalks or dding .
safety features, ‘siich a8 pedestnan

push “buttons”and lighting. “The

District’s néw plan echaes that gen«' '

eral guideline.

'The draft plan also recommends :
constructmg of extending 75 medi- -
an stiips to provide” “pedestnan' -
refges”™ and relocatmg some “big’
stops to the far sideé of inteiSections’

to reduce the risk of pedestrlans

‘being *struck by -passing. notorisis

‘while cfossing in front of biiges’”

tooledesig ;conﬂprogects/dc/ ,
~Other safety~1mp1 ‘ovement p]ans

Jnchide painting advance §top lines
201030 feet back from unsignalized
scrosswalks to - allow tnobstricted
sight Tines for pedestrians and driv--
ers, Moneme said the idea’ has
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worked well in other cities: “It's
we should definitely
: -transpo:‘tanon director.:

“Moheinie sald he also mtends to
“bnng back the old Barnes dance™ .
- phase in the ted-green light:
cycle for pedesmans only, named |

_after a traffic engineer -—
218 no-pedestrian-vehiéle _
"-He - said. the' idea’liag bien Imple—

nented at g few | intersections down: -

“fownanid ‘that the Transponation

-sibly near schools.
... Several speakers pralsed a. b]H
_ -mtroduced by Cheh - late Tast year
~that would ‘increase the fine from

$50 to $500 for failing to stop for a -

. pedestrianin a crosswalk. The lower
figure, one speaker noted, is “the

same as the fine for running ovei: an
fire . hose “The  bill “would also.f_
reqmre Slgns at ma_]m enty Y p{)mts o
the city; statinig: “In DC, Failure t5”
"Stop for Pec[estnan in Cmsswa]k .
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~Ff nore’ b]unﬂy, Enc: Gilllland
of the Washington Area Bicyclist
suogested “There
should be a sign on every artery:
“We watk here, we bike he:e please

'dontkzl [ug?*™

Alicandr, the fedetal hlghway
offtmai said federal standards may
be tevised {o ‘miake’ pedestrmn

‘countdown’ s1ﬂnals requned ot
optiotial: Officials may also recaléu--

late 'the -timeé- pedestrians need to

crossa street and allow jurisdictions
" that teceive federal funding forroad,
- work to set speed limits as Jow as 15

miph, wheén appropnat :_rather th_an

'the current 25 mph minfmum; 7
- Otters, including Cheh, suggest- - -
_-ed broader education effoits, inclad-
“inig“a ‘special push ‘to ehsure that

Metrobus drivers; ¢ab’ ‘drivers and

‘police’ respect crosswalk laws. Ore
" man said Mefrobuses should have a

The draft study, ‘which'is bemg '
updated frequeritly, cari be v;eWed at.

“How’s my driving?” sign on the

-tear with'a phone numbe to call: -
- Cheryl Cort; - policy . diréctor for
-the Coalition for Smartér Gmwth,
- said roads mst be engineered to

reduice vehicle; peed “We canhave

v all- enforcement . we - want.”. Cort
said,:“but ini’ the pasty “road: desygn o

was all about Toving cars? A major

- stindard - for intersections, ‘termed .
““evel - iof semce,” 'measu:es only
how qmckty cars get. through the
“intersection; she’ noted::- SR
Cort: suggested addmg ramed o
medians o niultilane roads and
“amore signals with “Ieadmg pedestii-
'_an mtervals,. whmh g:ve pedesm— _

.--.sectxon ‘before:cars: get ' green hght
We have t6 desigiia physical enivi-
: fohment that guides people to do the
-Department hopes toadd more, pos» -

nght thing,” she said: 1
One local residerit: expresscd a

'.-_'concem that if ﬁngmeermg slows
sotraffic: son: _thajor atteries - -like
- Wisconsin - Averiue, ~more .- cars

would fake shortcuts through resi-

dential -streets. “T. can keep my 4-
- year-old off Wisconsin,” he said. .

But Moncme ‘had the Tast word:
“The city needs to make a_choice:
Lither get people it and out quickly,
or choose safety. We' d rather have o
people qlow down,” 11 i




